
What’s at Stake in the 2026 Primary?
Montgomery County & Maryland 

1



Welcome
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● Please update your Zoom name with: 
○ Your full name
○ Your pronouns if you’d like 

● Put in the chat one thing you hope to learn today. 
● Closed Captions: Toggle captions on/off with Zoom menu bar
● We are recording this evening’s program.



Program Overview
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1. Why do local primaries matter? 

2. Which offices are on the ballot?

3. What issues are at stake? 

4. How can you make a difference?



Thank you to our congregational co-sponsors!
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Materials & Questions
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● Slides and links will be sent in a follow up email

● Lots of info in the online election resources

Questions:

● Submit questions by direct messaging *questions

● Optional Q&A from 8:30 - 9:00pm



JUFJ’s Mission…
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● JUFJ advances economic, racial, and social 
justice in DC, Maryland, and Virginia by organizing 
local Jewish communities to take action on issue 
campaigns that make real, immediate, and 
concrete improvements in people's lives

● We work with partners who are most 
impacted by the issues we work on

● As a part of multi-faith, multi-racial, multi-class 
coalitions we build the collective power 
needed to dismantle systemic oppression, 
including antisemitism and racism



Jewish 
Framing
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● Guided by Jewish tradition and our ancestors’ 
history of seeking justice

● Through responsible participation in local 
elections, we ensure leaders represent our 
values and strengthen our larger community 
connections

Rabbi Yitzchak - “A ruler is not 
to be appointed unless the 
community is consulted.”



Every Vote Matters!
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● Montgomery County level races – whoever wins the 
Democratic Primary generally wins the General Election

● Only about 10% of eligible people vote in the primaries

● 2022 primary – County Executive Marc Elrich won by 32 votes

● 2018 primary – District 16 State Delegate Sarah Love won by 
12 votes

 



Notes about Local Elections
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● 2026 Ballot – all MD + most Montgomery County 
offices 

● Party registration required to vote in primary, except for 
nonpartisan Board of Education

● No ranked choice voting or runoffs
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Races we’re covering

Montgomery County
State’s Attorney
Sheriff
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Register of Wills
Judges of the Circuit Court
Party Central Committees

Maryland
Comptroller
  

Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly

In additional materials



Presentation for each Race

● What the office does
● Who’s running
● “What’s at Stake” case study related to the 

office, based on an issue that JUFJ and our 
partners work on
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What is my 
district?
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State and County Districts
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Maryland Legislative Districts

Find your State Districts

Montgomery County Districts

Find your County District

http://mdelect.net/
https://mcgov-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=b57d3f11b2b847c5a7342e73f5079e98#find=2407%20Colston%20Dr%2C%20Silver%20Spring%2C%20MD%2C%2020910%2C%20USA


County Districts Demographics
● 1.1 million residents - more than 60% are Black, Latino, 

Native American, Asian American and/or Pacific Islander

● 4 of top 10 most diverse cities in the US

● 1/3 of residents born outside of the US

● 6 out of 7 county districts are majority communities of color

○ District 5 – Black residents are largest group

○ District 6 – Latino residents are largest group

● 14



Public Financing
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● Makes running for office more equitable and accessible 

● Reduces influence of large contributions - no corporations or PACS

● Donations from County residents matched on sliding scale
○ County Executive = $50 becomes $400
○ County Council = $50 becomes $300

● Maximum individual contribution: 
○ Publicly financed candidates: $500
○ Traditionally financed candidates: $6,000



Public Financing cont.
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● Candidates using public financing are noted on slides

● Some candidates haven’t met the threshold to be certified

○ County Executive threshold: $40,000 from 500 County residents

○ County Council has lower thresholds

● Links for researching campaign donations in the online resources 

○ Understanding who is financially supporting candidates can help you 
decide how to cast your vote!



Questions?
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Up Next 
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Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly



County 
Executive
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What is the County Executive’s Role?

● Leads executive branch of County 
government, including departments 
such as Health and Human Services, 
Police, Transportation

● Proposes County’s operating and 
capital budgets

● Responsible for implementing and 
enforcing all County legislation

● Leadership in times of emergency 

Marc Elrich



County Executive Candidates - Democrats
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^ Non-certified 
Public Financing

Andrew 
Friedson (D)

Evan
Glass (D)*

Will
Jawando (D)*

Mithun
Banjeree (D)^

Peter
James (D)^

* Using
Public Financing

http://www.andrewfriedson.com
http://www.andrewfriedson.com
http://www.evanglass.com
http://www.evanglass.com
http://www.willjawando.com
http://www.willjawando.com
https://mithunbanerjee.com/
https://mithunbanerjee.com/


County Executive Candidates - Republicans
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Shelly Skolnick (R) Esther Wells (R)

^ Non-certified 
Public Financing

* Using
Public Financing

https://voteforesther.com/


What’s at Stake 
in the County 

Executive Race?  
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Case Study: Funding Eviction 
Prevention and Homelessness Services

JUFJ Partner: Housing Justice Montgomery

● County Executive drafts proposed County 
budget

● FY26 budget: 26% increase to programs to 
end and prevent homelessness – largest in 
County history

● Overwhelming majority of County Exec’s 
proposed budget gets voted into law 

https://www.hjmoco.org/


Questions?
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Up Next 
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Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly



County 
Council
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What is the County Council’s Role?

● Legislative branch 
○ Write County’s laws
○ Review, amend, approve operating and 

capital budgets
○ Oversee land use
○ Confirm key executive branch 

appointments
○ Oversight of key county functions, such   as 

schools and the police department
● Constituent services



County Council Elections
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● County Council has 11 members
○ 7 District members
○ 4 At-Large members

● 7 Districts are roughly equal in population
○ Average of 107,000 voters per district
○ 2022 district primaries – at MOST 25,000 people voted

● Councilmembers serve 4 year terms with a 3 term limit



Current County Council 
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Will Jawando 
(At Large)

Laurie-Anne 
Sayles (At Large)

Andrew Friedson 
(District 1)

Evan Glass
(At Large)

Dawn Luedtke 
(District 7)

Kristin Mink 
(District 5)

Kate Stewart 
(District 4)

Marilyn Balcombe 
(District 2) 

Sidney Katz 
(District 3) 

Natali 
Fani-González 

(District 6)

Shebra Evans
(At Large-Interim)

Candidates in blue are 
running for re-election to 

the County Council



County 
Council
Districts

1 & 2

DISTRICT 1

* Using Public 
Financing

^ Non-certified 
Public Financing

Drew Morrison (D)

Debbie Spielberg (D)*Julie Yang (D)*

DISTRICT 2

Marilyn 
Balcombe (D)*

Reardon Sullivan (R)
28

https://morrisonforcouncil.com/
https://www.debbiespielberg.org/
https://www.julieyang.org/
http://www.marilynbalcombe.com
http://www.marilynbalcombe.com
https://www.reardonsullivanformoco.com/


County 
Council

District 3

DISTRICT 3

* Using Public 
Financing

^ Non-certified 
Public Financing

Izola “Zola” Shaw (D)*

Allison Eriksen (D)Ricky Mui (R) 

Jud Ashman (D)*
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https://www.rockvillemd.gov/government/mayor-and-council/izola-shaw/
https://www.allisonformoco.com/
https://www.rickyfmui.com/
https://www.votejud.com/


County 
Council
Districts

4 & 5
* Using Public 

Financing

^ Non-certified 
Public Financing

DISTRICT 5DISTRICT 4

Kate
Stewart (D)*

Peter “Rocky” 
Whitesell (D)^

Paula Bienenfeld 
(D)^

Kristin 
Mink (D)*

No Photo 
Available

Charles 
Kirchman (D)

Josephine 
Salazar (R)^ 30

http://www.votekatestewart.com
http://www.votekatestewart.com
https://rockywhitesell.com/
https://rockywhitesell.com/
http://www.votekatestewart.com
http://www.votekatestewart.com
http://www.kristinmink.com
http://www.kristinmink.com
https://josephinesalazar.com/
https://josephinesalazar.com/


County 
Council
Districts

6 & 7
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DISTRICT 7

 Dawn Luedtke (D)

* Using Public 
Financing

^ Non-certified 
Public Financing

Natali 
Fani-González 

(D)*

DISTRICT 6

Sonia Garcia (D)^

Louella Tham (R)

Sharif Hidayat (D)

Harold 
Maldonado (R)

Van Free (D)

http://www.dawnluedtke.com
http://nataliforcouncil.com
http://nataliforcouncil.com
http://nataliforcouncil.com
https://www.soniagarciaforcouncildistrict6.com/
https://votesharif.com/
https://haroldmaldonado.com/
https://haroldmaldonado.com/
https://vanfreefordistrict7.com/


Scott 
Goldberg (D)*

4 seats
for

County 
Council

At-Large

Marc Elrich (D)* Fatmata 
Barrie (D)*

Josie 
Cabellero (D)*

Jim McNulty 
(D)^

Jeremiah 
Pope (D)* 

Karla Silvestre 
(D)*

Prabu 
Selvam (D)^

Steve Solomon 
(D)*

Lelia True (D)^ Muhammad Arif 
Wali (D)^

Radwan 
Chowdhury (D)

No Photo 
Available

Dana Eugene 
Gassaway (D)

Hamza Khan (D)^

Matt Losak (D)^ Vicki 
Vergagni (D)^

* Using Public 
Financing

^ Non-certified 
Public Financing

32Sherwin Wells (R)

Laurie-Anne 
Sayles (D)*  

http://www.votescott.org
http://www.votescott.org
https://fatmatabarrie.com/
https://fatmatabarrie.com/
https://josieformaryland.com/
https://josieformaryland.com/
https://www.jimmcnulty.org/
https://www.jimmcnulty.org/
https://www.popeforcouncil.com/
https://www.popeforcouncil.com/
https://karlasilvestre.com/
https://karlasilvestre.com/
https://prabuselvam.com/
https://prabuselvam.com/
https://www.votestevesolomon.com/
https://www.votestevesolomon.com/
https://true4moco.com/
https://votearifwali.com/about/
https://votearifwali.com/about/
https://radwancampaign.com/
https://radwancampaign.com/
https://gassawayforcouncil.com/
https://gassawayforcouncil.com/
https://www.instagram.com/hamzapolitics/
https://mattforcouncil.com/
https://gassawayforcouncil.com/
https://voteforwells.org/
http://www.laurieannesayles.org
http://www.laurieannesayles.org


What’s at 
Stake in the 

County 
Council Races?  
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Case Study: Rent Stabilization

JUFJ Partners: We are CASA, Everyday Canvassing, 
MCEA, SEIU Local 500, DSA, Shepherd’s Table, and 
more! 

● 2023: Permanent rent stabilization 
passed, capping rent and preventing evictions 
for thousands of County residents

● 70% decrease in buildings on troubled 
properties list for code violations

● Next Council could weaken / roll back rent 
stabilization OR ensure it continues to protect 
40% of County residents who are renters

https://wearecasa.org/
https://everydaycanvassing.org/
https://www.mceanea.org/
https://www.seiu500.org/
https://mdcdsa.org/moco/
https://shepherdstable.org/


Questions?
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Up Next 
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Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly



Board of
Education

36

What is the Board of Education’s Role?

● Policy-making body for schools

● Spends allocated money

● Establishes curriculum

● Appoints superintendent

● Determines school boundaries

● County Executive and County Council 
MCPS oversight role is limited to the 
budget process
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Board of Education 
Districts 

8 Members
● 5 elected based on  

where they live
● 2 elected At-Large
● 1 student member



Board of Education Elections
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● Non-partisan
○ Political party registration not required to vote in 

primary

● Primary vs. General:
○ Top 2 candidates from primary → general election
○ 2 or fewer candidates → directly to the general election



Current Board of Education
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Grace Rivera-Oven  
(District 1)   

Brenda Wolff 
(District 5)

Rita Montoya
(At Large)

Karla Silvestre
(At Large)

Laura Stewart
(District 4)

Julie Yang
(District 3)

Natalie Zimmerman
(District 2)

Anuva Maloo
(Student Member)

Candidate in blue boxes 
running for re-election

Districts highlighted in 
blue up for election



Candidates for Board of Education
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DISTRICT 5DISTRICT 1

Grace 
Rivera-Oven Elma-Lorraine 

Diggs

https://www.eld4boe.com/
https://www.eld4boe.com/


Candidates for Board of Education
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DISTRICT 3

Brett DiResta Andrew Frykman Sharon CreedSally McCarthyCassandra Sung

https://www.votediresta.com/
https://frykman4boe.us/#updates
https://www.sharoncreed.org/
https://www.sallymccarthy.org/
https://cassandrasung.org/


Candidates for Board of Education
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AT-LARGE

Wylea Chase Brenda Diaz Omar Lazo Tiffany E. Wicks

https://www.wyleachase.com/priorities
https://diazforboe.com/
https://www.omarlazo4boe.com/
https://www.drwicksforboe.com/


What’s at 
Stake in the 

Board of 
Education

Races?  
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Case Study: Rising Suspensions in MCPS
JUFJ Partners: Young People for Progress, Racial Justice 
NOW!, Black Coalition for Excellence in Education 
● Board of Ed has reduced funding for restorative 

justice staffing and programs
● New harsher code of conduct = more suspensions 

of students of color + students with disabilities 

https://www.ypforprogress.org/
https://rjndmv.org/
https://rjndmv.org/
https://bcforee.org/


Questions?
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Stretch Break!
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Up Next 
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Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly



Governor and 
Lt. Governor

47

What is the Governor’s Role?

● Leads executive branch 
● Responsible for state departments 
● Significant control over budget
● Can veto bills passed by the state 

legislature – can be overturned 
with 3/5 majority Governor 

Wes Moore
Lt. Governor 
Aruna Miller



Candidates for Governor - Democrats
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Wes Moore Eric Felber Ralph Jaffe - deceased

https://wesmoore.com/
https://felberforgovernor.org/
http://www.fedupwithcrookedpolitics.com/


49

Candidates 
for 

Governor - 
Republicans

Carl Brunner Jr.Kurt Wedekind Dan Cox

John Myrick

Ed Hale

L. D. Burkindine

No Photo 
Available

Douglas 
Larcomb

No Photo 
Available

Nancy Jane 
Taylor

No Photo 
Available

Michael Oakes

No Photo 
Available

https://www.carlbrunnerforgovernor.com/
https://www.kurtwedekind.com/
https://dancoxforgovernor.com/
https://johnmyrickformdgovernor.org/
https://haleforgov.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Douglas-Larcomb-Governor-Elect-Candidate/61586232564426/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Douglas-Larcomb-Governor-Elect-Candidate/61586232564426/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Michael-Oakes-for-Governor/61587317006189/


What’s at 
Stake in the 

Race
for

Governor?  
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Case Study: Women’s Pre-release Center
● JUFJ Partners: Out for Justice, Maryland Justice Project, and 

others
● Maryland’s first pre-release center for women: provides 

employment, housing, and health care for people leaving 
incarceration

● 2020 - 2021: Legislation passed, 
Governor Hogan’s veto overridden, 
no funds allocated

● 2024: Advocates successfully lobbied 
to add funds to the capital budget

● 2026: Still waiting for construction  
to begin at a suitable location

https://www.out4justice.org/
https://marylandjusticeproject.org


Up Next 
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Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly



Attorney 
General

52

What is the Attorney General’s Role?

● Chief legal officer

● Supervises Maryland legal affairs

● Advises agencies, boards, commissions, 
officials, and institutions of state government

● Reviews rules/regulations 

● Enforces consumer and commerce protection 
from unfair practices

● Represents Maryland in statewide/federal 
litigation, including prosecuting crimes against 
the state and handling appeals of criminal 
convictions

Anthony G. 
Brown



Candidates for Attorney General
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Democratic Candidate
 

Republican Candidate
 

Anthony G. 
Brown

James B. 
Rutledge, III

https://anthonybrown.com/
https://anthonybrown.com/


What’s at
Stake in the 

Race
for

Attorney 
General?  
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Case Study: ICE activity at Healthcare 
Facilities 

JUFJ Partner: We are CASA

● Current Attorney General issued guidance on 
protecting Marylanders from ICE activity at 
medical centers:
○ Clarifying ICE’s legal limitations
○ Step-by-step guidance when immigration 

officer are present

“No Marylander, regardless of immigration status, 
should have to choose between their health and 

safety” - Attorney General Brown

https://wearecasa.org/


Questions?
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Up Next 

56

Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly



General 
Assembly

57

What is the General Assembly’s Role?

● Creates Maryland’s laws during 90-day 
session (January - April) 

● Legislators consider 2,000-3,000 bills 
and pass hundreds of bills

● Not full time - legislators have other jobs
● Sometimes hold a special session

● Review, alter, and approve state budget

● Constituent services 



Make up of the General Assembly
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● 141 members - House of Delegates 
● 47 members - State Senate
● Most of the 47 legislative districts = 

1 senator + 3 delegates
● Entire General Assembly 

is up for election in 2026
● No term limits or public financing 



Montgomery County - State Districts

● State Districts in Mont County: 9A, 14-20, and 39
● Senate races: All incumbent senators running for 

reelection; five have no challengers
● Delegate races: 

○ Challengers in every district except 20
○ Top three vote getters from each party primary move to 

the general election (two in 9A)
59



Montgomery County Candidates for General Assembly       ~ Current Senator/Delegate 60

District 9a District 14 District 15

Sen. Katie Fry Hester (D) ~ Sen. Craig Zucker (D) ~ Sen. Brian Feldman (D) ~

Ben Hightower (R) unopposed unopposed

Chao Wu (D) ~ Del. Anne Kaiser (D) ~ Del. Linda Foley (D) ~

Natalie Ziegler (D) ~ Del. Bernice Mireku-North (D) ~ Del. David Fraser-Hidalgo (D) ~

Fitzgerald Mofor (R) Matt Post (D) Del. Lily Qi (D) ~

Spencer Rhoda (R) Alicia Contreras-Donello (D) Asher E. Beckwitt (D)

Peter Chan (R)

https://www.katiefryhester.com/
https://craigzucker.com
http://www.brianjfeldman.com
https://benhightower.org/
http://www.chaowu.org
http://www.annekaiser.com
http://www.foleyfor15.com
https://www.nataliefordelegate.com/
https://www.mirekunorth.com/
http://www.fraserfor15.org
https://www.mofor4md.com/
https://mattpostformd.com/
http://lilyqi.com
https://voterhoda.org/
https://www.aliciacontrerasdonello.com/


Montgomery County Candidates for General Assembly       ~ Current Senator/Delegate 61

District 16 District 17 District 18

Sen. Sara Love (D) ~ Sen. Cheryl Kagan (D) ~ Sen. Jeff Waldstreicher (D) ~

Lou James Bartolo (D) Philip Cook (D) unopposed

Del. Mark Korman (D) ~ Del. Julie Palakovich Carr (D) ~ Del. Aaron M. Kaufman (D) ~

Del. Sarah Wolek (D) ~ Del. Joseph Vogel (D) ~ Del. Emily Shetty (D) ~

Del Teresa Saavedra Woorman (D) ~ Del. Ryan Spiegel (D) ~ Del. Jared Solomon (D) ~

Tazeen Ahmad (D) Christopher S. Reed (D) Kate Stein (D)

Ann Guthrie Hingston (R)

https://saralove4md.com/
http://www.cherylkagan.org
http://www.jeffwaldstreicher.com
https://www.loubartolo.com/
https://philipformaryland.org/
http://www.marckorman.com
http://juliepalakovichcarr.com
https://www.aaronkaufmand18.com/
http://www.votesarahwolek.com
http://www.joevogel.org
http://www.emilyshetty.com
https://www.teresawoorman.com/
http://www.ryanspiegel.com
http://www.solomonformd.com
http://www.tazeenformaryland.com
https://www.reed4delegate.com/home
http://katesteind18.com


Montgomery County Candidates for General Assembly       ~ Current Senator/Delegate 62

District 19 District 20 District 39

Sen. Ben Kramer (D) ~ Sen. Will Smith (D) ~ Sen. Nancy King (D) ~

unopposed unopposed Amar Mukunda (D)

Del. Charlotte Crutchfield (D) ~ Del. Lorig Charkoudian (D) ~ Destiny Drake West (D)

Del. Vaughn Stewart (D) ~ Del. David Moon (D) ~ Del. Gabe Acevero (D) ~

Sunil Dasgupta (D) Del. Jheanelle Wilkins (D) ~ Del. Lesley Lopez (D) ~

Sebastian Johnson (D) Del. Greg Wims (D) ~

Gabriel Sorrel (D) George Lluberes (D)

Christa Tichy (D) Robert T. Wu (D)

Alec Stone (D)

http://www.benkramer.org
http://www.willsmithformaryland.com
http://www.friendsofnancyking.com
http://www.mukundaformaryland.com
http://www.voteforcharlotte.com
http://www.lorigd20.com
https://www.destinyforthepeople.com/
https://www.votevaughn.com/
http://www.davidmoon.us
https://www.gabeacevero.com
https://votesunil.com/
http://www.jheanellewilkins.com
http://www.lopezformaryland.com
https://www.sebastianjohnson.org/
https://www.gregwims.com/
http://www.mdresist.com
https://www.georgeformaryland.com/
http://www.christatichy.com
https://voterobwu.com/


What’s at 
Stake in the 

General 
Assembly 

Races?  
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Case Study: Ending Youth Autocharge
JUFJ Partners: Maryland Youth Justice Coalition
● 14 year fight with a big win in 2026!
● Over 1,000 kids automatically sent to adult courts 

and prisons in Maryland each year
● Kids in adult system are denied developmentally 

appropriate support, more likely to reoffend
● 2026 bill will cut in half number of kids 

automatically charged as adults

https://www.mdyouthjustice.org/


Questions?

64



Races we covered
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Maryland
Comptroller

Montgomery County
State’s Attorney
Sheriff
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Register of Wills
Judges of the Circuit Court
Party Central Committees  

Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly

In additional materials



How to Make a 
Difference

66



#1- Stay Informed - News
● Stay up to date with JUFJ: jufj.org/

● Online Election Resources: bit.ly/MC-Primary-26 or → 
● Maryland Matters: marylandmatters.org
● Montgomery County news:

○ Montgomery Community Media: www.mymcmedia.org/ 
○ Bethesda Today: bethesdamagazine.com/ 
○ The Banner: thebanner.com/montgomery/ (free through the library!)

67

https://jufj.org/
http://bit.ly/MC-Primary-26
https://marylandmatters.org/
https://www.mymcmedia.org/
https://bethesdamagazine.com/
http://thebanner.com/montgomery/


#1- Stay Informed - Forums & Programs

68

Safe Schools & 
Communities Forum

Thursday, April 30
7 - 9 PM on Zoom

County Executive and 
Board of Education Candidates

Housing-focused 
Forum

Sunday, May 31
3:30 - 5 PM in Rockville

County Executive
Candidates

Future Voices of 
Montgomery County: 

Youth-Led Forum
Wednesday, May 6

7 - 9 PM in Gaithersburg

Local and State
Candidates



#2 - Vote at the Polls! 

● June 2: Deadline for advanced Voter Registration + Change of 
Party Affiliation

○ Also can register in person during early voting/election day

● June 11 - June 18: Primary Early Voting, 7 AM - 8 PM

○ Vote at any of the 14 early voting sites

● Tuesday, June 23: Primary Election, 7 AM - 8 PM

69



#2 - Vote by Mail  
● June 16: Request mail-in ballot by mail or fax
● June 19: Request mail-in ballot from State’s website
● June 23: Request mail-in ballot in person at Board of Elections 
● Return mail-in ballots at one of 58 drop box locations by 8pm 

on election day
● Questions:

○ Montgomery County: (240) 777-VOTE or www.777vote.org
○ Maryland: elections.maryland.gov

70

http://www.777vote.org/
http://elections.maryland.gov/


#3 - Talk to Family, Friends and Neighbors 
about VOTING in the primary! 

71



It is not on you to 
finish the work, 

but you can’t quit either! 
(Pirkei Avot 2:21)
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Please fill out our
Feedback & Action Form
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https://secure.ngpvan.com/cE_xYPRTsUuEyp6BHuzPAw2


Additional
Materials
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Races we covered
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Maryland
Comptroller

Montgomery County
State’s Attorney
Sheriff
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Register of Wills
Judges of the Circuit Court
Party Central Committees  

Montgomery County
County Executive 
County Council  
Board of Education

Maryland 
Governor
Attorney General 
General Assembly

In additional materials



Comptroller

76

What is the Comptroller’s Role?

● Chief financial officer + chief accountant
● Collects $16 billion taxes + conducts audits
● Comptroller on the Board of Public Works with 

Governor + Treasurer 
● Board of Public Works:

○ Reviews/approves capital projects + 
procurement contracts

○ Oversees budget actions when the 
legislature is not in session

○ Key decision-maker on transit projects
Brooke E. Lierman



Candidates for Comptroller
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Democratic Candidates
 

Republican Candidate
 

Brooke E. Lierman Sonya Dunn

https://brookelierman.com/
https://www.votesonyadunn.com/


State’s 
Attorney
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What is the State’s Attorney Role?

● County level position
● Prosecutor – all criminal offenses under state/local laws 
● Independent – does not report to County Executive or 

County Council
● Broad powers – whom to prosecute, what charges to 

bring, recommendations for pretrial release and 
sentencing, use of diversion programs 

● Candidate:

John McCarthy (D)
(incumbent)



Sheriff ’s
Office
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What is the Sheriff ’s Role:
● Local law enforcement arm of Judicial System
● Independent – does not report to County 

Executive or County Council
● Carries out evictions, enforces child support, 

Responsible for combating domestic violence
● Candidates: 

Maxwell Uy (D)
(incumbent)

Will Milam (D)

https://www.maxuy4sheriff.com/
https://willmilam.com/


Clerk 
of the
Court
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What is the Clerk of the Court’s Role:
● Manages papers, books, records of MD Court 

System
● Administers oaths, licenses, swearing-ins
● Assisted by 200 staff members to ensure 

transparency and justice in court system
● Candidate: 

Karen Bushell (D)
(incumbent)

https://votekarenbushell.com/


Register
of

Wills
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What is the Register of Wills’ Role:

● Works to protect descendants, heirs, legatees, 
creditors, and the State of Maryland

Candidates:

Alan S. 
Bowser (D)

Paul J. 
Dollahite 

(D) 
incumbent - 
appointed

Barbara 
Ebel (D)

T. Dolores 
Reyes (R)

https://www.alanbowser.com/
https://www.alanbowser.com/
https://dollahite-row2026.com/
https://dollahite-row2026.com/
https://www.barbaraebel.com/
https://www.barbaraebel.com/


Judges
of the 
Circuit
Court
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What is the Circuit Court’s Role:
● Where jury trials are held
● Handle serious criminal cases + major civil cases
● Handle juvenile and other family law cases such 

as divorce, custody and child support, and 
domestic violence cases

● Cases can be decided by juries or by the judge



Selection of Circuit Court Judges
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● When there is an open seat, such as when a judge retires, the 
Governor appoints a nominating commission, which vets and 
nominates candidates 

● Governor reviews nominations + appoints a judge to fill the seat

● Judges are on the ballot the first election year after being appointed

● Other judges in MD are general election only with yes/no for retention

● General Assembly has considered legislation to change Circuit Court 
process to match other types of MD judges



Election of Circuit Court Judges
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● Circuit Court Judge races are non-partisan

● Candidates appear on both Democratic and Republican primary 
ballots

● Top 4 candidates in the primary election from both parties 
move on to the general election

● Top 4 candidates in the general election are elected to serve 
15 year terms



Candidates for Circuit Court Judge
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Candidates appointed by Governor Moore
to replace retiring judges this past year: Other candidates: 

Sharon 
V. Burrell

James 
Dietrich

Victor M. 
Del Pino

Catherine H. 
McQueen

Marylin 
Pierre

https://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/sharon-v-burrell/
https://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/sharon-v-burrell/
https://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/judge-james-dietrich/
https://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/judge-james-dietrich/
https://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/judge-catherine-h-mcqueen/
https://www.electsittingjudgesmcs.com/judge-catherine-h-mcqueen/
https://www.pierreforjudge.com/
https://www.pierreforjudge.com/


Democratic
&

Republican
Central 

Committees
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What is the Central Committee’s Role:

● Local governing body for the Democratic 
and Republican parties

● Selects replacement for a candidate who 
leaves office if a candidate leaves office 
during term

● Full power on all party matters, including 
organization, maintenance, and conduct

● Central committees responsible for 
organizing + voter turnout for their party



Democratic
&

Republican
Central 

Committees
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Selection of Representatives:

● 2 per district and 8 at-large, plus 1 in 
half-district (9a)

● No more than half of the reps from a district 
can be the same gender

Candidates:

● See the following pages for at list of candidates, 
broken down by district and party
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At-Large District 9A District 14 District 15 District 16

Samir Ahmed Christa R. Geraci Tana Crumbley-Hassan Saman Qadeer Ahmad Bama Athreya 

Manie Bellot William E. Mount Arthur Edmunds Colin C. Richard Jim Michaels

Deborah S. Belsky Liza Smith William Roberts

Bill Bien Andrea Lauren Shedler

Sarah Brand-Witta Milan Alexander van Dam

Joshua Fischer

Marjorie Goldman 

Debra Johnson

Johvet “Jovy” Lopez Ramos

Eric Luedtke

Marko G. Rivera Oven

Andrew D. Saundry

Rosarie Tucci

Gabrielle Zwi

https://www.samirformoco.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61587613979569
https://www.samanqahmad.com/
https://colincrichard.com/
https://lizasmith.org/
https://www.andreashedler.com/
https://www.sarahfordemocrats.com/
https://www.milanformoco.com/
https://www.instagram.com/delegateericluedtke/
https://www.facebook.com/markomcdcc/
https://www.andrewsaundry.com/
https://www.gabriellezwi.com/mcdcc
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District 17 District 18 District 19 District 20 District 39

Denise Henderson Shruti Bhatnagar Iris Veronica Jimenez Jimmy Lee 
Anderson Hashan Chowdhury

Jennifer Guzman 
Hosey Edward Fischman Kenneth A. Romero Pamela F. Luckett Lisette Orellana Engel

Jayson L. Spiegel Teresa Ramirez Simon Weaver Zane H. Jones

Saher Kataria

Marc Anthony Robles 

Emilee Towey

https://shrutiformoco.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552402500367
http://jenniferhosey.com
http://jenniferhosey.com
https://www.facebook.com/Kennethromerod19/
https://www.facebook.com/Pamluckett4D20
http://jaysonspiegel.com
https://www.instagram.com/Saher4moco
https://www.instagram.com/marcrobles4mcdcc/
https://www.instagram.com/emileetowey13
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At-Large District 9A District 14 District 15 District 16

Marcus Alonza Fitzgerald Mofor Josephine Salazar Peter Chan Sharon Creed

Dan Cuda Del Lamiman Monte Gingery

Gregory Decker Chris Haas

Reardon “Sully” Sullivan

https://www.mofor4md.com/
https://josephinesalazar.com/
https://www.sharoncreed.org/
https://www.reardonsullivanformoco.com/
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District 17 District 18 District 19 District 20 District 39

Paul Agle Martine Baker Anita Mpambara 
Cox Kenneth B. Dalecki Tracy A. Colligan

Brigitta M. Mullican Raul I. Carmouze Jeffrey Don Rubin Alice Harron Amy D'Elia

Jackie Sackstein T. Dolores Reyes

Maurice Ward

https://www.anitamcox.com/
https://www.anitamcox.com/

